Ultrasonographic detection of portal branches and hepatic vein gas associated with mesenteric artery occlusion: a new finding correlated with patient prognosis?
The diagnosis of bowel infarction is still a challenge. In some cases, portal venous gas is an associated feature and in these patients, the prognosis is very poor. We report on our experience with two consecutive cases in which ultrasonography showed gas in the portal venous branches, and also in the hepatic veins in one of them. At laparotomy, advanced bowel necrosis was found, and both patients died within 24 hours. Other cases of portal venous gas associated with bowel infarction have been reported, but this is the first report of gas also being found in the hepatic veins. There may be a relationship between the amount of gas in the intrahepatic veins and the stage of bowel ischemia. Confirmation of this might improve the selection of patients and eliminate unnecessary procedures.